A Lifetime of Engagement

Focusing on the Environment to Improve our World

The Experiences and Accomplishments of Samuel Seabright

Early Beginnings

1950-1960

Born in 1941 and grew up in the mountainous
farm and forest state of West Virginia, Seabright
had an outdoors childhood, forming an interest in
nature and a respect for living things.

Every spring he helped neighbors evacuate and
restore their homes in the Ohio River flood
basin. His home was on a hill, away from floods.

He dug fossils of Pennsylvanian Carboniferous
ferns and trees from the coal seams and created
a "bedroom museum" displaying fossils,
experiments (e.g. growing crystals), fish, snakes,
and other animals, etc.

Photo at right shows one page of many
documentary sketches he made of the local
plant fossils, including location and taxonomic
information.
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Interested in astronomy, he built a
3 inch (7 cm) diameter refracting
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telescope; ground and polished a 6
inch (15 cm) reflector; then
constructed a 10 inch (25 cm)
Newtonian reflector and designed
and built all the equatorial mounts.
He conducted "astronomy parties"
for friends and neighbors, and was
a member of the Oglebay
Astronomy Club.

Photo at right: article published in
the local newspaper.

By Harry Dean
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Miscellaneous:

o Experimented with microphotography and telephotography; chemically processed the film
and contact prints.

o Explored caves, studied blind spiders.

o Won first prize in a Mathematics Contest sponsored by the American Chemical Society.
e High School graduation speaker; topic was "The Challenge of Sputnik".

¢ Member of National Honor Society.

e Played saxophone in marching, concert, and dance bands.

e Part time apprentice in a small machine shop.

1958-1960

Wheeling Jesuit University- Pre Engineering curriculum. RO T n |

__Wheeling Nows-Register, Friday, February , 1950

Partnered with Professor Dr. Joseph Hanzeley S.J. to write a | W Ve Fouis Fron
technical paper on Carboniferous flora, including some new
discoveries. See photo of a news article at right.

1960-1963

University of Detroit- Bachelor of Science in Mechanical
Engineering- Courses included Nuclear Engineering, Wastewater
Treatment, and Air Pollution Control. Laboratory courses included
constructing an experimental fuel cell for automotive use.

Co-op work, in conjunction with University studies:

e City of Chicago, O'Hare Field; soil testing.

o Ethyl Corporation, Detroit; automotive fuel efficiency and emission testing, catalytic
converter efficiency tests, dynamometer and road tests, IBM and LGP 30 computer
programming.

e Ford Motor Company, Detroit, Glass and Plastics Division, Rouge Plant; devised a
method for disposal of glass grinding and polishing (rouge) wastes; devised a method to
recycle scrap windshield plastic (polyvinyl butyral); and several other projects.




